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A balance of teaching methods

A good curriculum, in any country, shouldn’t mandate pedagogy but instead 
promote good practice

It is not a case of competing, extreme view points (inquiry versus traditional)

Problem solving should be embedded into the curriculum but,
• there is a place for explicit teaching
• there is a place for ākonga to work collaboratively
• there is a place for ākonga to work individually
• there is a place to think about the social context of our ākonga, schools, and 

community

We need to think about a balance and not be influenced by binary view points

Professor Catherine Attard
Mathematics Education and Deputy Director: School of Education – Western Sydney University
President of Mathematics Education Research Group of Australasia (MERGA)
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NZ Maths supports a balanced plan
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A central stem of learning experiences

Early Level 4 Late Level 4



Self-Understanding |   Connection |   Knowledge |   Competency Maths – Ideas and insights TLF

Resource Finder- a second option
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All paths lead to a series of balanced units
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Each unit supports clear objectives
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Elaborations help us visualise all the success criteria 
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A series of sequenced sessions are provided 
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Warm Ups
Rapid routines

3 x 10 min

each week

NZMaths
Unit Plans

5 lessons 

over 2 weeks

Strategic warm ups complement a balance of concepts
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Rapid routine Ākonga work 

independently
with rich, open 

tasks

Kaiako works 
with targeted 

group explicitly 

Ākonga work 
to consolidate 

PF + CU

Kaiako works 
with group on 

rich inquiry

Rapid routine Rapid routine

Rich inquiry to assess entry 
knowledge

Whole class rich tasks Independent consolidation 
(online or traditional)

Kaiako assessment through 
structured activitiesRapid routine Whole class discuss & defend

Wu 

Explicit
Inquiry

Wu 

Explicit
Inquiry

Wu 

Explicit

Inquiry

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Rapid routine Group A

Inquiry 
Problem 1

Group B
Consolidate

Group A
Consolidate

Group B
Inquiry 

Problem 1

Rapid routine Rapid routine

Open Tasks
Rich investigation

Consolidate Teacher with 
targeted 
suppport

Point in time assessment
Samples collected. Moderated 
amd discussed with learners

Rapid routine Grp A and B connect

Kaiako our exploring balanced approaches
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The right plan leads to the right engagement


