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A big idea - Place Value
Vignette
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Place Value came out on top



Self-Understanding |   Connection |   Knowledge |   Competency Maths – Ideas and insights TLF

Scope and sequence to Level 4
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Our Hindu Arabic number system has place value which makes it simple but very effective.

The big idea is to make groups of 10 (10 of these is one of those) using the multiplicative feature.

It is bi-directional and exponential

Learners must see the groupings of three digits for reading large numbers.

Each house is 1000 times larger or smaller than the adjacent house

x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 x 10

÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10 ÷ 10

A key understanding
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BILLIONS MILLIONS THOUSANDS ONES PARTS OF ONE THOUSANDTHS

H T O H T O H T O H T O T H O T H

1 ÷ 10 1 ÷ 100

(1÷10÷10) 

1 ÷ 1000

1÷10÷10÷10

1 ÷ 10000 1÷ 100000

1011 1010 109 108 107 106 105 104 103 102 101 100 10-1 10-2 10-3 10-4 10-5

MILLIONS THOUSANDS ONES PARTS OF 

ONE
H T O H T O H T O T H

Place Value Strips

Rule:  Only have one digit in each room


